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despise your gifts? Is it not misrepresenting
Mm and saying, You are malevolent and cruel,
and I know that I can no otherwise please
you than by offering you the spectacle of my
miseries? "I am told," added he, "that you
have, in your country, Faquirs not less insane,
not less cruel to themselves." I thought, with
some reason, that he meant the fathers of La
Trappe. The recital of the matter afforded me
much matter for reflection, and I admired how .
strange are the systems to which perverted
reason gives birth.

The Duke de V-------- was  a  nobleman of

high rank and great wealth. He said to the
King one evening at supper, "Your Majesty does
me the fevour to treat me with great kindness:
I should be inconsolable if I had the misfortune
to fell under your displeasure. If such ai ?    Is   it   not   saying   to   him,   I
